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Watson Takes A Close Look At…

Classrooms Centers: Visual Organization

One key to promoting appropriate behavior and independence is to ensure children are actively and appropriately engaged in activities with materials or people (Strain,1997 ).  When setting up a classroom for children engagement can be promoted with a center based environment.  Centers can include:

· Listening 

· Language master 

· Book/magazine 

· Play/leisure 

· Art

· Writing

· Math/manipulatives

· Sensory

· Science/Social study/community

· Computer

· Independent work stations

Having a variety of centers to include within a student’s schedule can increase appropriate behavior and independence.  When developing centers for children diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders, behavior disorders, attention deficit disorders, learning disabilities, or other neurological impairments; special attention should be directed to visual organization.  Such organization can benefit ALL children.  These pictures demonstrate supportive strategies to promote independent engagement in a center based classroom.
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(A)






            (B)
A shoe holder can be used in a variety of centers as a visual organizer.  Picture (A) is a kitchen center with pictures of food items to sort as a matching activity.  Picture (B) is a language master also referred to as califone, or cardmaster center.  Cards appropriate for each child are placed in slots with the student’s name on the outside. Language masters can be found at califone.com.  Additional uses for Language Masters with interactive components and continued visual organization can be found in Watson Resources ‘Setting Up a Classroom.’
[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]é
Watson
INSTITUTE




                 (C)







(D)
Picture (C) is an art area.  Each slot has the student’s name and an appropriate

paper for the student to complete.  Picture (D) is an independent work station.  Materials needed to complete “jobs” are in each slot and labeled with a word.

Engaging children with their environment promotes positive behavior and independence.  A classroom with centers is a first step to achieving this engagement.  Providing visual organization is a second step. 
For more information and resources for center development access: 
www.thewatsoninstitute.org/resource/centers-powerpoint/
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