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                      When Do We Use Contractions?
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1. I am sorry I can not come to the party.

2. I’m sorry I can’t come to the party.

















                
The boy is not aware that he is about to meet a girl that is not in his class.



The boy isn’t aware that he’s about to meet a girl that isn’t in his class



    The word contract means to squeeze together.  A contraction is two words made shorter by placing an apostrophe where the letters have been taken away. The two words are then squeezed together.





    C3PO you’re really smart and you know a lot of things.  Can you tell me about contractions?








    People use contractions because it sounds more friendly.  When you’re talking to a friend you don’t talk the same way you read.  





    But why do people use contractions?








    Let me show you what I mean.  Which one of these sentences sounds the way we talk when we’re talking to friend?





I’m sorry I can’t come to the party.  That’s the way I would talk to my friend.





Here are more reasons we use contractions Master Luke.


Contractions make your writing seem friendly. They give the appearance that you are actually "talking" to your reader. 


When writing a conversation in a book contractions help reflect how a characters actually speak to each other. 


Contractions are faster to write because there are fewer  words.


Contractions also help to save space!  








Yes master, when someone is telling a story, teaching a lesson or giving directions. When they don’t want it to sound like people are talking to each other, then they shouldn’t use contractions. This kind of writing is used in school lessons such as science and social studies. This is called formal writing.





But sometimes I see words in books that can be made into contractions and the writer uses both words instead of squeezing them together?





Which one is an example of formal writing? 





Yes Master Luke, you might be surprised by how much better a sentence can sound if non-contracted versions of the words replace the contractions.








So when I am doing my school work I should use formal writing and when I am talking to a friend or writing a letter to a friend I can use contractions.





Remember formal writing does not use contractions.  Directions and school lessons usually do not use contractions.





Contractions are used when the writer wants to make is sound like people are having a conversation.








